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available in plenty". The brahmin thanked the celestial and
was soon born as a serpent. Daily the serpent used to fetch
various kinds of gems from the serpent world and offer
them to the Vayu Linga.
While the serpent offered its puja with diamonds
every morning, the elephant selected noon-time for its
worship with tender leaves and fragrant flowers. To its
dejection, the elephant saw that heavy stones (gems) were
placed on the linga throwing away the offerings made by
it. On the other hand the serpent was worried to notice the
precious stones offered by it strewn all around and leaves
and flowers with thorns placed on the linga. It thought that
the thorns would pain his Lord. The elephant thought that
the stones would be a heavy burden on the idol dear to it.
Thus each thought that the other was an enemy of Sankara
deserving severe punishment. Each decided to put an end
to the other in the service of the Lord.
On one Ekadasi day in the bright half of the month
of Magha the serpent hid itself behind the bilva leaves
adorning the Linga. The elephant was happy to see its
offerings undisturbed. As it tried to remove the withered
flowers with its trunk, the serpent suddenly entered its
nostrils, reached the head of the elephant and spit poison.
Unable to bear the pain and determined to end itself as well
as its foe, the elephant dashed its head against the rocks of
the mountain behind the Vayulinga. Both of them died
simultaneously.
At once both of them manifested themselves as
celestials having three eyes, each with crescent moon on
their foreheads and glowing radiance. On that Monday,
Lord Sankara accompanied by Gnanamba emerged from
the Vayu linga and appeared before them.
At the same time Brahma and Vishnu on their vehicles
of Swan and Garuda, Ganapati and Senapati on their